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A textbool\ example of ha monv

oF. Ted bmc}\laﬂd and schooi suDarm
tendpnts take noze: Public schools and
Chﬁl‘tﬁ' scnaoj :aeed no— he mortal ene-

r_mes ; : S
“The' Clevela.nd schoms successﬁﬂ partner~

R sb_{p W:th the highly touted Entreprenenrship N

Preparaton School the’ dif’nct s solé charter

- school, proves t._a*‘ peace can be far moré friudt

ful for Ohiv’s youﬂ‘rste 5 than war a:nong their

schools . . :
~0f course, ﬂa* aJl charter qchools are equal.

Some Ohio charter schoolg have been just as

dysfunctional as the worsi public schools. The
state must do a better job of rooting ther out.
But Strickiand, who has czlled for a mora,to—
rinm on all charter schools, and the public
school ofﬁmals Who snpport his bad ides,
should reconsider the;r reflexive dislike of the

moverment. Insteaﬁ‘ they should embrace the -

-good ones, as the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District has done with E Prep.

‘Urban schoo! districts can learn new iricks
from their smaller bug fiesty and imeaginative
peers, which have r‘nanaged to lure thousands

3

ok

i }omcsters to their cdassrooms.

‘After a1l both institutions work with similar

students — usually poor, umaﬂy mmnry
11811&1.} sm_gghng — but the" most effective

" ¢harter schools Lramfcrm their srudem; into .
dmvem ambitions scholars. Their mccess )
: shou_d bewidely emulaied.

The E Prep pattnership provides Cleveland
parents with .E.EC‘L.JEi schocl choice and allows
the eity district to claim the schoo¥s excellent

test seores, I\fcanwhﬂe the partnership gives

John Zitzmer, co-founder of E Prep, a slight
edge on the fund-raising circuit.
With & first-rate school like B Prep in the

mix, everyone comes out ahead. That's wh} '
C}evmanc“t should extend a hand fo other Ligh- -

ca.hber charter schools, like Citizens’ Academy
and Intergenerational School.

Collaboration with these strong schools

eould show skeptics that the Cleveland schools®
first priority is creating a better overall schon]
system, not wasting time bad-mouthing the
charter school movement, which is — and
ought to be — here to stay,




